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Planing Map_1946

The apartment buildings constructed in
Tel Aviv during the 1930s were designed
in the spirit of the modernist movement
in architecture in the International
Style. These buildings have given Tel
Aviv its status today as a UNESCO World
Heritage site - the White City.
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1932

Pinhas Bizonsky - studied engineering
in Germany and came on Aliyah in 1922.
He is known for his many residential
buildings in Tel Aviv in the
International Style, including the
home of artist Reuven Rubin.
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1932

Shalom Volovelsky - Volovelsky House
was built in 1932 for the Volovelsky
family who came on Aliyah from Russia
in 1924. Shalom invited the engineer
Pinhas Bizonsky to design him a 3 -
story residential building.
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1932
Volovelsky House, like many others in its
vicinity in that era, is characterized by design
elements taken from International Style, such
as an asymmetrical facade, a flat concrete roof,
vertical accentuation of the stairwell,
protruding sun balconies, concrete projections
for shading, and a textural plaster finish.
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Front view of 39 Mazhe St. Front view of 75 Rothschild St.
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1934

Mazeh St. corner of
Rothschild Blvd looking
from east to west
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Dr. Hissin on his donkey from
"A Little Town with Few People in It"
by Nahum Gutman
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Le Corbusier
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On the Bauhaus
Staircase
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The Staircase
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A "thermome
ter" window-
one of the
elements
repeated in
apartment
buildings
built in the
Internationa
1 Style. A
thermometer
window is a
vertical run
of windows,
typically
extending the
full heig -
ht of the
stairwell
s pace

Windows of
this type
gained the
n a m e
"thermomet -
er" because
of their
proportio -
ns-and
resemblan-
ce to the
medical
instrument of
that name. Its
contribution
is that it
introduces
natural lig-
ht to the
stairwell.
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Volovelsky House has wooden shutters that open
outwards from their lower edge on a hinge secured.
. wweetosthe Lowet'paPtiof the frame, a distin ! ive'and

characteristic construction feature of the period.
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A QUARTERLY REVIEW OF CONTEMPORARY
“ABSTRACT" PAINTING & SCULPTURE

Editor: Myfanwy Evans
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Eastern perimeter wall
facing Rothschild Blvd

1922

Werner Graeff
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Southern perimeter
wall facing Mazeh St.
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The modernist movement / The International Style —



examining a folded

Josef Albers
mock-up
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Y 7Y 03 TWN YT OMIWY building, walls of bi-folding
wooden shutters that fold in
similar fashion to a fan or
accordion were designed.
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Color chart systems | Color chart systems
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The New Building

Three residential floors and an additional floor with a smaller footprint
were added to the original Volovelsky House. In addition, an entire six-story
wing in the neighboring lot is connected to it. The mix comprises 29 apartments
and two offices on the ground floor. The first three floors of the new wing
continue the proportions, the volume and the horizontal lines of the original
building, while also honoring the materials from which it was built. Naturally
rising up from them, the upper stories are of contemporary materials and a
design lanqguage that meticulously interprets the lines and the language of
the building they complement through the geometric volume of the facades, the
building detail, and a similar floor layout plan.
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